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“Problem Waste”
is no problem
This past spring and
summer, the District
offered free disposal events
called “Amnesty Days” at
our recycling centers. On
these special days, families
could drop off household
hazardous waste (HHW),
tires, electronics, and
some appliances – for free!
These items should never
be placed into the regular
trash. They are often called
“problem waste” because they
need to be collected separately for
safe disposal so they do not
cause a safety problem in the
landfill.
Our special collection
events were a HUGE success!
We collected 798 tires in
May, 438 electronic items in
June, and 106 refrigerantcontaining appliances
in July, plus hundreds of
pounds of HHW in August.
We are thankful that so many
families wanted to do the
right thing and dispose of their problem waste properly.
If your family has HHW and you do not want to store it until an event
next spring, you can drop it off for free during normal business hours at
the SEIRD facility at Jefferson Proving Ground. This facility is open yearround. HHW includes toilet and household cleaners, weed and bug killers,
hobby glue, and oil-based paint. To learn more, call 800-997-4793 or visit
www.seird.org.

Your country wants YOU —
to recycle!
In America, we are recycling and composting about 35% of our trash.
However, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that we
could be recycling and composting as much as 75% of our trash. This
means that many of us are still putting a whole lot of things into the trash
can that could be recycled or composted. We can do better!
When we recycle, we save energy, conserve natural resources, and
help create jobs. When we landfill, we put a lot of good resources to waste.
Did you know that people have been recycling for thousands of years?
In ancient civilizations, people would melt down broken metal items
to make new things. It was the smart thing to do back then, and it is the
smart thing to do now!
When you and your family choose to recycle, you make a simple
choice that makes a big difference. For example, recycling just one
aluminum pop can saves enough electricity to power a flat-screen TV for
two hours. If placed into the garbage and sent to a landfill, that same pop
can would sit there for over 500 years before it broke down.

So if your family or school has not
yet begun to make recycling a part of
daily life, what are you waiting for? Set
a good example and show others how
easy it is to get into the recycling habit.
Simply place a recycling bin (or bag or
box) near the trash can. Make a list of
what can be recycled and post it on the
refrigerator or near the recycling bin.
If you need information about local
recycling programs, we can help. To
learn more, call us at 800-997-4793 or
visit www.seird.org.
To show that you are serious about
recycling in your community and in
the United States, you can take the America
Recycles Day #BeRecycled Pledge. To join
over 79,200 others who have pledged to
learn about recycling and to share their
knowledge, visit www.americarecyclesday.
org/pledge. This fun site is also filled with
many ideas for celebrating America Recycles
Day on November 15.
Make this our best year yet for recycling!

Remember to
#RecycleRight and send
your recycling photos to mandy@seird.
org. Show us how you
#RecycleRight either at
school with classmates
or at home. You might be
a featured guest on our
Facebook page!

Celebrate America
Recycles Day with us!
When you bring your recycling to one of our centers November 10-15, you
can enter a raffle to win a unique prize! Winners will be selected on Friday,
November 15 — America Recycles Day. Watch our Facebook page for
details or visit your center to see what you can win that week.

Reduce waste at
lunchroom share tables
Sometimes the school lunchroom can be a loud and busy place and you
end up not eating everything you were given, or maybe you don’t like
some of what is being served for lunch that day. A lot of food can end up in
the trash can. What a waste! Or maybe you are still hungry after you have
eaten everything you were served. What if there were an easy way to take
the food that students did not want and offer it to other students who did
want it? There is!
“Share Tables” are becoming popular in
schools across the U.S. These are specially
assigned tables or carts in school lunchrooms
that help reduce food waste and help feed
hungry students. Students who have items
that they are not going to eat — such as
unopened, wrapped food or beverages —
can place them on the table. Other students
who want the food can take it at no cost. This
keeps food waste out of the landfill and puts
it to good use. What a great idea!
Do you have a share table in your school
lunchroom? If you don’t, ask your teacher
or principal to visit www.doe.in.gov/sites/
default/files/nutrition/doe-sharing-tablesPhoto courtesy of Green Umbrella
update-003.pdf for details.
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Let us help
How do you spend your time? You probably spend most of it at home or at
school. Maybe you play on a sports team or belong to a club after school,
too. The chores we do at home, the work we do at school, and the activities
we do in our free time all have an effect on our environment. We can help
you figure out how to take better care of the earth, no matter what you are
doing.
We can answer your questions and provide books, videos, and display
materials. We will even visit your school, club, or organization and bring
fun activities, workshops, or lessons. Or come to us at our facilities to see
recycling and other programs in action. Here is a list of some of our most
popular program topics:
●● Reducing waste
●● Reusing
●● Recycling
●● Landfills
●● Composting
●● Renewable resources
●● Preventing and cleaning up litter
●● Disposing of household hazardous waste
●● Crafting with reused materials
To schedule a visit for your school, club, or organization or to borrow
materials, ask your teacher or group leader to contact us at mandy@seird.
org or 812-574-4080.

NEW!

Would your classroom like to take a virtual tour of the Jefferson County
Processing Center to see how our local Materials Recovery Facility
(MRF) sorts your recyclables? Have your teacher contact us for details!

You’d better be-leaf it
In many parts of our beautiful country, autumn is the time when trees
burst into flaming color. Leaves become sparks of red, gold, and orange
and then tumble to the ground. They dry out, and we enjoy the crispy
crunch of walking through them with that familiar fall fragrance all around
us. The changing leaves make autumn beautiful — and maybe even your
favorite time of year — until it’s time to rake. If your yard is large and you
have older trees, your raking chores could be huge. What if you found out
that you didn’t need to rake all of those leaves? Well, “be-leaf” it! Leaves can
be reused to improve your garden and yard for spring.
Instead of raking, bagging, and having the leaves picked up, you leave
them on the ground to make your soil and grass healthier. Here’s how you
can “leaf-cycle”:
●● If your family has a mulching mower, run it over the leaves a couple of
times to chop them into small bits. If you don’t have a mulching mower,

simply remove the bagger attachment that catches grass and have a
grown-up insert the safety cover. Then mow over the leaves. Your lawn
should now be “dusted” with leaf bits. They will break down into the
soil by spring to “feed” your lawn and will protect the grass roots from
the harsh winter weather.
●● With the bagger attached
to the mower, you can
mow up the leaves.
Empty the leaf bits
from your lawn onto
your garden. This
leaf mulch will keep
the soil moist for
plants in the spring.
It will also protect
insects and
bacteria that help
plants grow. In the
spring, fluff up
the broken-down
leaf bits and mix the
material into the soil. If you have a compost
pile or bin, you can mix the leaf bits into the compost.
You may have heard older folks talk fondly about the “smell of burning
leaves.” That may sound like a nice memory, but we now know that
burning leaves is dangerous. Leaf burning can cause fires that damage
people’s property, and the smoke is a very harmful type of air pollution.
People, especially young children and those with allergies and breathing
difficulties, can suffer greatly from the effects of leaf burning. Because of
this, burning leaves is illegal in many communities.
This autumn, when your parents or grandparents hand you a rake, tell
them all about the benefits of leaf-cycling. Maybe you will make be-leafers
out of them!

Stop, think, and
reduce waste
To reduce is to make something smaller in size or fewer in number. When
that happens, we call it a reduction. There are a lot of areas in which kids
don’t want to experience reductions, like recess time, grades, allowances,
and ice cream scoop sizes. There is one area, however, when reduction is
always a good thing — TRASH!
Reducing trash, or “waste
reduction,” is something we
should all try to do. It helps
us take care of ourselves and
our earth. Waste reduction is a
simple goal if we think about
it before we create any trash.
Sometimes we may buy
things or ask our parents to buy
them right when we see them.
They look so exciting and fun on
the store shelf, and we just have
to have them. The next time that
happens to you, try walking away
for a while to think about whether
you really need the item or not.
Better yet, leave the store and
think about it later. You might find
that the excitement dies down, and
you really don’t want it as badly as you thought. When that happens, you
just reduced the chances of creating waste!
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